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THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE STUDENT HUBS

Have you chosen France for your higher education? Have you sent several applications but do 
not know which city to choose? Do you hesitate between studying in a large metropolis or in a 

small city? Let us help you get a clear picture!

STUDENT HUBS

LIVE AND STUDY 
IN LARGE METROPOLES

« Ajoutez deux lettres à Paris : 
c’est le paradis » (Add two letters to 

Paris: it is paradise) 1

With its many museums, exhibitions 
and events, as well as a vibrant 
nightlife, Paris is the cultural capital of 
the country.

Many prestigious schools are located 
there, which also makes it the student 
capital of the country.

Being a multicultural city, it welcomes 
a quarter of the international student 
population in France.

Concerns: Paris is also a city where 
the cost of living is very high, finding 
accommodation can be a real 
challenge and transport is very often 
crowded...

« All you need is Lille » 2

In addition to a large university, Lille 
hosts many graduate schools. And 
also, with real estate and an accessible 
transport network, it is a pleasant 
student city.

Located in the north of France, Lille is 
just an hour from Paris and just over 
2 hours from some major European 
capitals such as Brussels, Amsterdam, 
Luxembourg and London.

Lille is also renowned for its nightlife 
and famous friendly locals, with an 
accent that will surprise many.

Concerns: the weather! Indeed, the 
sun is rather rare in the Hauts-de-
France region. Be prepared with an 
umbrella more than 20 days a year.

1 Jules Renard
2 Dossier de Presse de l’Office 
de Tourisme de Lille 2019

LILLE

PARIS

THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE
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THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE STUDENT HUBS

LYON

MARSEILLE
BORDEAUX

TOULOUSE

« Bordeaux is an interesting, unusual 
and a unique city. » 3  

Located in the south west, Bordeaux is 
popular for its proximity to the ocean 
and the mountains, and also for its 
cultural life.

Being the capital of wine, food lovers 
will be delighted to be there!

The living environment is pleasant for 
the students, with a pedestrianized 
city center sometimes elegantly 
crisscrossed by various tram lines. And 
it often has a sunny weather.

Concerns: real estate. Due to its 
attractiveness, it is more and more 
complicated to find affordable 
housing given the sharp 
increase in prices in recent 
years.

« Ô mon paîs, ô Toulouse » 4  

Also located in the south-west and 
only 2 hours from Spain, the “pink city” 
is popular for its surroundings and 
economic dynamism.

There are many green spaces and its 
population density is low. Therefore, it 
attracts many students every year.

Transport and properties are 
accessible, which makes the daily life 
of its inhabitants easier.

Concerns: intercity mobility. For 
example, to reach Paris you will need 
6 hours by train given that there’s no 

high-speed line.

« Wherever you come from, you are 
at home in Marseille » 5

Located in the south-west, Marseille 
is undoubtedly the sunniest city in 
France. Between the sea and the 
mountains, its living environment is 
very pleasant.

The locals are known to be very 
welcoming and they also have a 
singing accent that will surprise many!

Its cultural, historical and natural 
richness appeals to lot of students who 
come to settle there.

Concerns: insecurity. Certain areas of 
the city deemed insecure and poorly 
frequented unfortunately sometimes 
earn this reputation as an insecure city.

« If Paris is the capital of France, 
Lyon is the capital of the 
province » 6

Also located in the south-west, Lyon 
is the gastronomic capital of the 
country, and has a pleasant way of life 
for students.

Its university and grandes écoles are 
well ranked, and it’s an ideal city to 
start your professional career in a 
dynamic economic hub.

The transport network is very well 
developed and the cultural life is both 
rich and diverse.

Concerns: housing. The number of 
student accommodation there is quite 
low for a metropolis of this size. 

3 Victor Hugo
4 Claude Nougaro
5 Jean-Claude Izzo
6 Albert Thibaudet
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THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE STUDENT HUBS

Limoges 

Located in western central France, Limoges is the 3rd student 
city in the New Aquitaine region. It is highly appreciated for its 
surroundings, and it is also known to be one of the cheapest 
student hubs in France. Being the world capital of the fire arts, 
Limoges has a rich history and is renowned for its expertise in 
the porcelain and stained-glass trades.

One of Rachel's 
first utterances in 
the FRIENDS series 
actually refers to the 
famous Limoges 
porcelain!

Did you know?  

Vannes is home to 
the oldest house in 
Brittany, still in good 
condition, which dates 
from the 12th century. 
To admire it, go to rue 
Saint-Guenhaël.

Le saviez-vous ?  

Denim jeans owe its 
name to the contraction 
of the city name “de 
Nîmes” where the fabric 
used to make these 
pants originates.

Did you know?
Nîmes

Located in the south-east, Nîmes is popular for its surroundings 
and many exceptional monuments dating from Antiquity. The 
sun is everywhere and the city welcomes many students. Close 
to Marseille and Montpellier, Nîmes is an ideal destination for 
those who prefer a small-town experience. Being a Roman city 
par excellence, you can go to the famous Arena where Roman 
shows and international artist performances also take place 
every year!

Vannes

Located in the north-west, Vannes is a small university town 
offering a pleasant living environment. Between the land and the 
sea, this town in the Gulf of Morbihan is culturally and historically 
rich. With its famous ramparts and cobbled streets, Vannes is 
known for its medieval atmosphere. During summer, the city 
offers many music festivals of all genres, undoubtedly the most 
famous being La Fête du Bruit, where international concerts 
take place every summer!

LIVE AND STUDY IN SMALL CITIES

LILLE

NICE

LIMOGES

VANNES
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THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE STUDENT HUBS

• https://diplomeo.com/ 

• https://www.sigla.fr/ 

• https://www.studylease.com/ 

• https://laruche.wizbii.com/ 

• https://www.letudiant.fr/ 

• https://www.studyrama.com/ 

• https://etudiant.lefigaro.fr/ 

• Observatoire territorial de la mobilité 
internationale des étudiants et des 
chercheurs – Juin 2018

SOURCES :

LIVE AND STUDY 
IN FRENCH OVERSEAS TERRITORIES

Metropolitan France stops at the borders of 
Europe, while overseas France opens the doors to 
the world with a territorial presence in America, 
Africa or Oceania. With more than 15,000 
enrolled at university alone, Reunion Island tops 
the ranking of the Overseas Regions with the 
most students.

Saint-Denis, Réunion:

Studying 9000 kilometers away from France, by the beaches and palm trees is something to 
dream of. Located in the east of Madagascar, Reunion Island offers a paradisiacal landscape 
for studies. Each year, the number of students getting enrolled is increasing, especially 
those coming from abroad with an increase in the number of international students from 
almost 40% in just 3 years. Studying in the Reunion Island also means having the chance to 
gaze upon the Piton de la Fournaise, one of the most active volcanoes in the world. 

You now have more information on the landscapes of the French universities! 
Make sure you find out more about the city you are interested in before making a 
final choice because studying is good, but studying in a city where you can enjoy 
is even better!

https://diplomeo.com/
https://www.sigla.fr/
https://www.studylease.com/
https://laruche.wizbii.com/
https://www.letudiant.fr/
https://www.studyrama.com/
https://etudiant.lefigaro.fr/

