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THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE PROGRAMS

Like thousands of students from all over the world, have you chosen to continue your studies 
in France for its cultural richness and its international standing? The majority of international 
students indeed mention this reason as the first selection criterion in their mobility to France. 
Diversity and the quality of programs which is based on a strong tradition of scientific research 
and innovation come in the second place. The excellence of French higher education is in 
fact recognized worldwide in the most prestigious university rankings such as Times Higher 

Education, Shanghai, etc.

PROGRAMS

DIVERSIFIED AND QUALITY PROGRAMS

With more than 5,000 institutions, private or public, the French higher education system is 
recognized for its quality and diversity. In fact, from universities to grandes écoles, including art, 
engineering or architecture schools, each student has the opportunity to choose the course 
that is most suited to their study project, from a Bachelor's degree to a Doctorate.

The diversity of a program is also characterized by its language of instruction. While the 
country now offers more than 1,200 courses in English (listed on the Campus France website 
via the Taught in English), search tool), the government’s target is to double this number by 
2027. These various courses taught entirely or partially in English allow non-French speaking 
international students to pursue and complete their studies in a language they master, while 
learning French at their own pace, if they wish to learn it. At the same time, academic courses 
related to French language stays are expected to be expanded to further support the students. 
For more information, visit ecolesdete.campusfrance.org 

The quality of French higher education is also measured by the recognition of its degrees 
internationally thanks to the LMD system, - licence-master-doctorat (Bachelor's-Master's-
Doctorate) - that has been adopted by many countries in Europe and around the world. French 
degrees are also particularly recognized and appreciated by companies in Africa. With a strong 
presence of French multinationals based there, a French degree is a real asset in obtaining a 
job within these large groups.

Finally, the French higher education aims to go beyond the boundaries and increase its 
influence and international presence while strengthening its development aid policy, notably 
through distance learning programs, offshore campuses and mobility agreements.

THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE

http://taughtie.campusfrance.org/tiesearch/#/catalog
http://ecolesdete.campusfrance.org/#/main


P
R

O
G

R
A

M
S 

- 
 W

el
ln

es
s 

C
en

te
r H

E
YM

E
 - 

Se
p

te
m

b
re

 2
0

20

THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE PROGRAMS

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

International Standing and Expansion

With nearly 40,000 students benefiting from a French training course established abroad 
(around 600 programs), the French government intends to double this number with the aim 
of:

 ■ Leveraging training capacities outside its borders

 ■ Strengthening development aid policy. 

Today, there are approximately 140 French institutions established abroad, which offer 
programs that are adapted to local needs, making it possible to obtain degrees that are 
recognized in France. To name a few: the École Centrale de Pékin (Central School in Beijing), 
ESSEC in Singapore and Rabat, and ESCP with its 6 European campuses.

Exporting training courses abroad also helps to strengthen the development aid policy as it 
offers students from partner countries the access to French courses without having to leave 
their country of origin. France is therefore committed to supporting the projects of African 
universities as a priority. This approach has already given rise to the Franco-Senegalese 
campus and the Franco-Tunisian University for Africa and the Mediterranean. Other Franco-
foreign university projects are underway in Africa, particularly in Morocco and Côte d’Ivoire 
(Ivory Coast).

"France Université Numérique" (FUN), the distance learning platform is also proving to be 
worthy with regard to the education of international students abroad. This is why we have seen 
a sharp increase in MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) in French in recent years with around 
300 courses from more than 80 institutions and nearly one million registrants to date. To stand 
out internationally, universities and grandes écoles are setting up cooperation agreements 
between their institutions, for example, by creating double degrees or participating in the 
Erasmus+ program.

Mobility Agreements and Double Degrees

Erasmus+, a European program for over 30 years in education, training, youth and sport, 
promotes student mobility in Europe and around the world, and supports the development 
of partnerships between foreign institutions. The participating universities and schools not 
only benefit from facilitated mobility for their students but also from the modernization and 
internationalization of their teaching methods, thus attracting more and more international 
students.

https://www.campusfrancosenegalais.org/
https://www.campusfrancosenegalais.org/
http://uftam.net/
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THE ATTRACTION OF FRANCEWELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING IN FRANCE PROGRAMS

Since its creation in 1987, more than 3 million students in 33 
countries have had the opportunity to complete an Erasmus stay. 
Some students may also be awarded a scholarship to finance 
their mobility while all students are exempt from registration 
fees at their host institution.

Over the years, the Erasmus+ program has evolved beyond 
the borders of Europe and has reinvented itself with exchange 
programs at all levels, as well as for internships and postgraduate 
courses. One example is the "Erasmus Mundus" Joint Master 
program of excellence, which allows students to follow a Master’s 
program in at least 2 institutions in participating countries. This 
allows them to obtain joint or multiple degrees while sometimes 
benefiting from a scholarship.

International double degrees are not only dedicated to the 
programs offered by Erasmus+. In fact, they are more and more common in higher education 
institutions. A double degree means preparing for 2 courses in one; one in France and the 
other abroad, thus leading to a degree from the home institution and a second degree from 
the host institution in which the students have followed part of their curriculum. Today, the 
majority of universities and leading business, engineering, architecture, etc. schools (grande 
écoles) in all fields combined offer double degree agreements. This is an opportunity that 
becomes a major asset for professional integration upon graduation.

As you can see, the quality and diversity of French higher education is an indisputable strength 
which explains why 9 out of 10 foreign students recommend France as a destination for 
studies. The ease of access to higher education in France also contributes to the satisfaction 
of international students. It is characterized by access to quality training that is recognized 
worldwide as well as for its low-cost registration fees compared to the other countries. In fact, 
despite the Implementation of differentiated registration fees for non-EU students, the French 
government continues to bear two-thirds of the cost of education while European students 
pay registration fees identical to those paid by the French students. This policy reflects the 
importance that France - a "country of human rights" - attaches to the right to education for 
all, in a spirit of solidarity, particularly, in the image of its social protection.

• campusfrance.org

• etudiant.lefigaro.fr

• info.erasmusplus.fr

• ecolesdete.campusfrance.org

• uftam.net 

• campusfrancosenegalais.org

• taughtie.campusfrance.org

• Dossier de presse de Campus 

France sur la stratégie d’attracti-
vité pour les étudiants interna-
tionaux – 2018
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